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ö We live in an A 0 the moſt /erious Subjects are treated with 
an Air of Ridicule; when every Man ſuppoſes that he has a 
Right of thinking as he pleaſes on any Queſtion, and of wri- 
„ ting and jj g whatever he thinks. I will not pretend to 
« ſay what Reſtraint ought to be laid on this Spirit of Licenti- 
5M ouſneſs; ſorry I am to obſerve that, though it was 
«« the Characteriſtic only of the young and giddy Libertine, = 
has of late mixed itſelf with ſome graver C 
4 infected, as in the preſent Caſe, even the Divine, Hd the 
* Antiguarian.” 
Vindication of the Mallard of All-Souls College, Page 12. 
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N E Artif "of this Rudd 

upon reading the Sermon which 
gave Occaſion to it, could not help being 
apprehenſive of the ill Conſequences 
which might attend it conſidered both 
in an Academical and a Religious View. 
He wiſhed therefore to ſee it properly 
cenſured under both theſe Characters; 
and indeed he was encouraged to hope as 
much. But, to his great Surprize and 
Mortification, inſtead of a ſerious Rebuke, 
which the Work ſeemed to call for, he 
met with little elſe but an awkward Imi- 
tation of that Humour which was in- 
tended to be expoſed. Had not the 
Subject been of too /erios a Nature to 
admit of Riaicule, this Method perhaps, 
well purſued, might have anſwered the 
Purpoſe. But in the pre/ent Cale, he 
thinks ſuch a kind of Animadverſion the 
moſt proper, as will moſt effectually re- 


A 2 move 
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move the preſent Scandal, and prevent 
the like Abuſes for the future. With this 
View he humbly preſents the following 
Reflections to the Reader ; and hopes 
this will be a better Recommendation of 
his Performance, than if it had more of 
* Chearfulneſs and Good-bumour in it. 


Oxronp. 
Feb. 14, 1760. 
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DISSERTATION, Ge. 


8 HE Noble Author of the CBA. 
|  rudteriſtics, in his Effay wpon the 

Freedom of Wit and Humour, 

hath with that Elegance which he ſhares 


with few, and that ſpecious Gloſs of 


Reaſoning which is peculiar to himſelf, 


introduced Riiczie as the proper T7 of 
all Truth, as the only Medium through 
which it's genuine Beauties can be dib- 
_ cerned. «© The graveſt Gentlemen”, he 
tells us, © even in the graveſt Subjects, 
Ware ſuppoſed to acknowlege this, by 
« aſking in their graveſt Arguments, 1s 
it not ridiculows? But ſurely the 
N oble A Author intended to give us a Spe- 


cimen 
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1 
cimen of Ridicule when he offered this 
Aſſertion, which plays only upon the 
Equivocal Turn of the Word. Whoever 
is at all vers d in Compoſition will cafily 
diſcern that there is as great a Variety of 
Stiles, as there are Species of Subjects to 
be treated of; and that the peculiar Ex- 
cellence of an Author 8 7 itſelf as 


much in the Manner of his, Expreſſion, 


as in the Matter of his Argument. A 


Seriouſneſs of Reaſoning will beſt become 
ſome Topics, whilſt others are better diſ- 
miſſed in a foke. If therefore his Subject 


be grave and important, a .Dignity of 


Expreſſion, a Chaſtity of Sentiment, and 


a Soberneſs of Stile, will be the beſt: Re- 
commendation both of the Author and 
his Work ;---- whilſt Vit and Humour 
will entertain themſelves where they may 


ſport with Innocence, and wanton witn- 


out Offence. 


N, ature berſelf has 1 ins this 


Diſtinction, and ſet her Boundaries be- 
tween theſe oppoſite Talents, by beſtow- 
ing them generally upon different Perſons; 
. on if they are 16metimes- united in one 


- Mind, 


49 
Mind, yet are they never ſo blended as 
not to be called forth | ingly, and made 
to exert: themſelves ſeparately, as Occa- 
ſion ſhall require the Service of either.—- 
And agrecably to this Diſtinction, founded | 

in Mature, the Critics have formed their 

Rules of Compoſition ; and have inſiſted 
upon nothing more peremptorily than an 
exa& Correſpondence between the Lan- 
guage: and Sentiment, between the Sen- 
timent and Subject. The moſt approved 
Claſſical Authors have uniformly. obſerved 
this Decorum, never letting themſelves 
down beneath the Dignity of the Charac- 
ter they profeſs to ſuſtain, or giving a 
| Looſe to Levity but where they intend 
to rally and ridicule. ' They knew indeed 
that Truth might be dreſſed in ſuch a 
queſtionable ge as to make it appear 
ridiculous; but they never thought ſuch 
an antic Dreſs could be any Teſt of it's 
real Excellence, or that the Diſguiſe 
would become it better than it's own 


5 at — - — Triſtia * . 
Vultum Verba NR iratum plena Minarum, 
Ludentem laſciva, ſeverum ſeria dictu. 
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1 
native and ſimple Attire. Same of them 
have: indeed indulg d this Vein of Hu- 


Sy be /acred 
— — 


and nat to offend; the Poſitions they 


netended to advance. Lucian perh 

ting; and one may venture to Jay: that 
the Pagun buperſtition fuftered not more 
dom the ſerious Attacks of the graveſt 
Philoſonhers than from the Buflaanery 
of ths: — Amthor.r----Rut all this 
+. fill in Charger. Had he fondly 
S Gods by 
ſetting them in this ridecu/ous Light, he 
would himſelf have been the propeeſt 
NT eee l 1 


But I. need net Goal inf upon this 
are Proje- Azathors ; when even 
the Muſs, however awry and flighty ſhe 
may be thought, did not yet think her- 
Felt at Liberty to tranſgreſs cheſe Bounds. 
In her more ſu 3 Meditation ſhe 
was grave and ſedate; inſomuch that 
ſcarce a Paſſage can he produced from 


„ of the two by Models of 


Epic 


1 

Epic Poetry inconſiſtent with that Majeſty 

which is the Characteriſtic, of the Epic 
Muſe. Indeed Homer has his Batracho-- 
mucmachia, and V. ir gil his Culices; but 
the Heroes of thoſe Poems immediately | 
diſcover the Intention of the Authors, and, 
the Characters introduced ſtrongly mark 
the Burlſque.. But this Diſtinction is 
ſtill more religiouſly preſerved in the an- 
cient Dramatic Plots: Tragedy had it's: 
peculiar Province ſuited to the Import- 
ance of it's Subject and the Dignity of its 
Characters, never indulging that Vit and 
Humour which were the proper Talent 
of the Camic Muſe. This ſhort Sketch, 
however imperfectly drawn, will, IJ hope, 
ſerve to illuſtrate the Diſtin&ion inſiſted 
on, and to point the Propriety and Re- 
gularity of a Conſiſtence between che | 
Sentiment and * 


But we mut not reſt the Matter 3 
A bare claſſical Impropriety may indeed 
do Diſcredit to one who profeſſes himſelf 
a Scholar, as it diſcovers an Ignorance of 
what that Appellation ſuppoſes him to be 


well acquainted with. Vet this may be 
_— forgiven, 


(10 3 
forgiven, when it it not attended with 
other Conſequences of a more alarming 
Nature. There are certain Subjects which 
have a natural Claim to our more ſerious 
Conſideration; of the Treatment of which 
we are not to judge altogether by any 
Rules which Critics may have eſtabliſhed, | 
or Heathen Writers have ogg chem- 
ſelves obliged to conform to. C 
ing theſe there is one unerring R 
which whoever deviates from, even Wa 
he maintain the Character of a good 
Claſſic, muſt forfeit that of a good Cr 
tian. Heathen Authors wrote for Fame, 
and hoped' for no other Reward than 
what the Applauſe of their Readers might 
beſtow upon them. The Height there- 
fore of their Ambition was to be thought 
learned and ingenious. But the Chriſtian 
Writer, when he engages in Subjects con- 
nected with his Profeſſion, ſhould have 
nobler Ends in View. The Good of 
Mankind, the Honour of true Religion, 
and the Glory of God, ſhould influence 
every Thought and Expreſſion. One 
might hope that the Sacrednefs of the 
Subject alone might defend it from the 
profane 


1 

Ae Breath of Ridicule and Burleſque ; 
that the Word of God would command 
ſuch Reverence as mig ht ſecure to it it 8 
undoubted Right of — handled upon 
all Occaſions with Decency and Seriouſ- 
neſs. To apply the Teſt of Ridicule Bere, 
what is it but to ſcoff at Religi gion, 3 
deride it's Author? Though 50 ſacred 
Oracles will ſtand the Teſt of any Kind 
of Examination, and however zortured 
by the Seyerity or Levity of it's Enemies 
will like Silver tried in the Fire come 
forth pure and unſullied; yet will this 

Method . treating it prejudice weak 

Minds, who are more taken with Ap- 
pearance than Reality, and are apt to 
think every Thing to be ridiculous in 3:/e/f 
which 2 to be laughed at. This 
is frequently the Caſe even in common 
Life ; where good Senſe is laughed out 
of Countenance by the Licentiouſneſs of 
Wit a0 Scurrility. „ 


| 1 it will leaſt of all become 1 ; 
; who has dedicated his Life to the more 
peculiar. Study of the Holy Scriptures, 
and has mn engaged to explain 


B 2 them 
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them to the People with Fidelity, to per- 
vert their genuine Meaning, and bend 
them to any Interpretation which his 
wanton or Mlle, Faney may ſuggeſt. 
The great Champion of Mit and Humour 
himſelf * expreſly acknowledges that it 
ought to be under ſome Reſtriction in 
public Company,” and much more before 
ſolemn Aſſemblies. He ſpeaks of it as an 
audacious Affront to the common Senſe 
of any Body of Men, to attack in ſuch a 
Way whatever is eſteemed important or 
intereſting by them. All he contends for 
is a Frankmeſs'of Humour upon any Sub- 
jet, of how Higtu a Nature ſoever, that 
1 ſhall happen to be ſtarted in pr Con- 
verſation among Friends,” And yet even 
this is an Indulgence which will not rea- 
dily be granted by the ſerious Chriſtian. 
Whoever is fincere in his Profeſſion of 
that Religion cannot avoid either thinking 
or diſcourſing of it upon every Occaſion 
with the higheſt Awe and Reverence. 
De Freedom "of Converſation, to which 
ſome are apt to make ſuch valuable Sa- | 
ere will never, in his Opinion, 1 


: wy dee his Ela above referred ra 
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5 this leaſt Approach towards Pleaſantry 


1 


upon ſo ſacred a Subject; much leſs will 
it warrant a ludicrous Alluſion to any Paſ- 
ſage; or Character in Holy Writ, or the 
— — Perverſion of any Phraſe that 
may ſound; quaint. to. faſhionable Ears, 
from the mean Ambition of raiſing a 
Laugh in Company. What ſhall we {ay 
then if a Text of Scripture has not only 
been glanced. at in a rranmſient Way, but 
by * 1 Choice been ſelected; and 
placed in the Front of a Sermon pro- 
teſledly;compoſed- to ſerve the Purpoſe of 
Ghearfulne/s. and Gocdbumour That 
all Humour is miſapplied when introduced 
into ſolemn Compoſitions, will by this 
Time be granted. But the Humour of 
that Sermon which gave Occaſion to theſe 
Reflections will deſerve a ſtill ſeverer Cen- 
ſure, as it is mixed with uncharitable Sa- 
tire. If the Author ſeriouſly imagined that 
the Text he diſcuſſed carried with it the Im- 
port he has given it; if he really thought 
that Eliſbu under the Image of a Pot in- 
. tended to typify all that he has extracted 
from it,. where, it may he aſked, is the 


uncommon Hundur of the Sermon ? bs 
then 


vious Type. Let h — inſi- 
nuates that there is Chearfulne/s and 
Goodbumour at the Bottom; which there- 

fore can only be founded in the Judicrous 
Application of the Text. Te would no 
doubt be affronted to have his Wit or 
Troention queſtioned; he cannot therefore 
be angry that the World interprets his 
Diſcourſe in che _— FIN" he 
pw eg it. 1. 1 55 1. 5 7 (115 SE 7 
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mig 22 Lafer in its Character from a 
Alen Difcorncke having been /olemrly 
preached- in one of it's Colleges, and at- 
terwards | pars to the ms with it's 
might be imagined e hue this Me- 
thod of treating the Holy Scriptures, and 
entertaining our Congregations from the 
Pulpit, is pretty faſhionable among us. 
And fach a Cuſtom, ſuppoſed to be pre- 
valent, would, 1 — reflect no 
great Honour upon this ancient and re- 

nowned 


( *s ) 
now Seminary. of-grave and orthodox 
Divines. But it is proper to inform the 
World that ſuch Suſpicions as theſe, how- 


ever naturally they might ariſe from the 
preſent Oceaſion, have really no Founda- 


in Fact. The Univerſity. ſtands clear 
of any ſuch Imputation; and, had not 


the Sermon been anonymous, would: no 
doubt have fixed ſome very ſevere Mark 


of Cenſure upon it's Author. At leaſt 
this may fairly be collected from the Opi- 


nions of Individuals concerning it, who | 


ſeem unanimouſly to condemn it as a 


moſt licentious Performance and as ha- 


ving a Tendeney to inſpire Libertiniſm 
into the Junior Part of our Members; by 
much the Majority of whom are ſent hither 
in order to be inſtructed in the true Me- 

thod of expounding the Word of God, 


and ſhould conſequently be taught to look 


with Abhorrence upon any Attempt, 
however ſpecious, to bierle/pue the ſacred 
Nn 1 our e TE. 


N a Review chun it wall, I 1 
appear that the Application of Humour 
e e Rs to 
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to ſacred Subjects may fairly be con- 
demned as unclaſſical, as well as wicked. 
and profane; that it is as much an Ar- 

gument of a falſe and vitiated Taſte, as 
it is an Offence againſt 'Decency and 
Religion. But when it is conſidered in 
the latter View, it muſt be own'd to 
carry with it ſomething very deplorable 
and alarming. The Licentiouſneſs of the 
preſent Age, the inſolent Attacks of the 
avowed Adverſaries of the eſtabliſhed 
Religion, and the perhaps more miſchie- 
vous Buffoonery of ſome who profeſs 
themſelves of it's Communion, have well: 
nigh deſtroyed all Reverence for the Word 
of God; and, unleſs they ſpeedily re- 
ceive me ſevere! Check either from 
Ecclęſiaſtical or Civil Authority, will pro- 
ceed from 'di/countenancing and ridiculing 
to the utterly ſappreſſing, as far as may 
be, of all Seriouſneſs and Devotion among 
us. What real Chriſtian is not ſhocked 
to ſee the Words of Truth and Soberneſs 
proſtituted to the ſhameful Purpoſe of 
diſplaying a witty Imagination,” and by 
the looſe Ingenuity of the Commentator 


wreſted 


CL. 
wrefted - into comical Allegories, and 
made to take a in e ene 
1 nn "we 
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| l great Liberties in re- 
flecting upon a certain venerable Member 
of this learned Body as the undoubted 
Author of it. But ces his Inſinua- 
tions muſt be as void of all. Juſtice and 
Foundation, as his Manner is of Modeſty, 
mour and Keenneſs. There are but few, 
J verily think, into whoſe Hands the Ser- 
mon ſhall happen to fall, but will be 
tempted. to look upon the Title-Page it 
2 Libel upon the Body 
of the Univerſity, and upon one very re- 
ſpectable Society in particular. It can 
never therefore be Gab ee who 
1 ONE or THE — * of that 
Society, could fo far forget the Dignity of 
his Station and Character as to be the 
n vl a Piece which evidently tends 

Si dee Note p. 29. of the Sermon. 

C 1 


- ( 18 ) | 
to bring a Reproach upon ſound Learn- 
ing and true Religion; the Connection 
between which he hath in another Sermon 
ſo elegantly ſet forth. Did ever any 
Chriſtian Miniſter publiekly make a Joke 
of his Function, and attempt to turn into 
Ridicule that Method and Form of In- 
ſtruction from the Word of God which 
has prevailed from the Foundation of our 
Religion, and for their peculiar Excellence 
in which the Divines of this Church and 
Nation have deſervedly gained immortal 
Honour in the Chriſtian World? But 
Juckily it happens that the Gentleman 
whom this ſbamele/s Reviewer. has ſo 
raſhly and wantonly pointed out, is known 
to be one of a directly oppoſite Stamp. 
It is true he is poſſeſſed of a pretty large 
Share of-Chear fulneſs- and Good-bumonur-; 
but where, I would aſk, is the Incon- 
| fiſtenoy between theſe 17 the ſound and 
orthodox Principles of all Sorts which it 
is notorious he imbibed from his Infancy, 
and ſtill continues to cheriſh with the ut- 
moſt Care and Fidelity? If his Conver- 


_— though for the moſt Part full of 
: Mirth 


8295 
| Mirth and Sprightlineſs, has ever been 
chaſte and. delicate, if he has ever religi- 
ouſly abſtained from that profane Species 
of jeſting which has gained ſo many Pro- 
ſelytes to Infidelity; it is a downright 
_. abſurd as well as a moſt injurious Impu- 


tation merely to ſuppoſe him capable of 


writing a Sermon that might tend to ex- 
poſe Sermon - writing. of ſuffering it to be 
delivered as a Sermon upon a ſolemn Oc- 
caſion before a learned and venerable Au- 


ence,---and afterwards of publiſhing it to 
the World in the ſame Form upon the ole 


Recommendation of there © being in it 
more Chearfulneſs and Good-humour than 
uſually happens to the Share of a Ser- 
mon.” Befides, that the ſuppoſed Au- 
thor was not ignorant to what particular 
Kind of Subjects Wit and Humour ought 
to be reſtrained, I may appeal to thoſe 
ſeveral inimitable Pieces , generally al- 
lowed to be written by him; in which he 
employed this Talent of his ſo happily, 
| 4 at the ſame Time with ſuch Propriety, 


ho * "The Vindication of the Mallard, the Explanation of the 
u Almanack, the Game of All-F ours, &c. 
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as to have acquired the Character of an 
ingenious and facetious' Writer, without 
hurting himſelf in that of a Divine. The 
World does not expect, nor does Reli- 


pion e | 


good natural Turn for Humour ſhould, 
out of Regard to any grave Character 
which he may happen to fuſtain;. ſuppreſs 
his Talent, whenever an innocent Occaſion 
of. exerting it comes in his Way. But 
common Senſe and an vrdinary 
will teach almoſt any — to diſtinguiſh 
in ſuch Caſes; and common Decency will 
reſtrain him from letting looſe his Rail- 
lery upon, and giving a ridiculous Turn 
to, any Part of thoſe Writings which he 
at the ſame Time quotes as the Word of 
God. But this Gentleman is himſelf 
too capable of appearing in his own 
Vindication to need =F further be: nar. 


for him. 
apy per chaps 151 _ Laid to re- 
move the Af from ſo reſpectable a 


Character as that of the ſuppoſed Author 
| of the Sermon. _ what {hall we fay 


for 
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for the Preacher? Who, as it ſhould 


ſeem from the Adyertiſement, is a diſtinct 


Perſon from the Author. No ſmall Share 


of the Reproach will, it is to be feared, 
fall ag For if it was unworthy 


of a Chriſtian Divine to per fo Julie 15 


a Diſcourſe, it muſt be at leaſt equally 

unworthy of a Chriſtian Preacher to deli- 
ver it. Ts vo. rake kica alike AO 
ances which his Caſe will admit of, it 
_ be urged perhaps in his Excuſe that 


it was obrrude upon him haſtily, and 
preached by him inadvertently ; ———- tha : 


he was not acquainted with it's true De- 
ſign, and did not readily apprehend the 


. , e and Illnature which lurked 


beneath it. He looked upon it probably 
in a ſerious Light (as many well-meaning 
Perſons have been i impos'd upon in ſimi- 
lar Caſes), and thought perhaps that the 
Parallel was juſtly drawn; that the 
Foundation which dealt out ſo liberal = 
Maintenance might not properly. be 

compared to Elias s Pot. But had he 
been ſenſible of the Poiſon convey'd in 

this Compariſon, of the uncharitable In- 


ſinuations 


ů —— r 
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| finuations obliquely aimed at one Part of 


his Fellow-Collegians, in order at any 
Rate to compliment anorber; a Regard 


5 not only to his own Character, but alſo 
to the Peace of the Society, would, I 


truſt, have prevented his Diſgrace, and 
the Author's Infamy. But was he really 
acquainted with the Drift of the Writer, 


and did he nmoingly ſubmit to the mean 
Office of'pi oabliſhing another's Slander ?--- 
I muſt then leave him to his own Reflec- 


tions, and to the juſt Cenſure of thoſe 
many ho think Religion may have been 
ed, and the Peace of the gs 
ame, "through his Means. 
Maude! 78 * 59. 255 
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